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1899 Excerpt: ...and eyes and ears be any
guide, she is far cleaner even in her streets
than many an Indian cantonment, and her
water-supply seems perfection. But I sat in
that little newspaper office and listened to
stories of municipal intrigue that might
have suited Serampore or Calcutta, only
the names were a little different, and in
place of Grhose and Chuckerbutty one
heard titles such as Yin Tat, Lo Eng, and
the like. The Englishmans aggressive
altruism always leads him to build towns
for others, and incite aliens to serve on
municipal boards. Then he gets tired of his
weakness and starts papers to condemn
himself. They had a Chinaman on the
Municipality last year. They have now got
rid of him, and the present body is
constituted of two officials and four
non-officials. Therefore they complain of
the influence of officialdom. Having
thoroughly settled all the differences of
Penang to my own great satisfaction, I
removed myself to a Chinese theatre set in
the open road, and made of sticks and old
gunny-bags. The orchestra alone convinced
me that there was something radically
wrong with the Chinese mind. Once, long
ago in Jummu, I heard the infernal clang of
the horns used by the Devil-dancers who
had come from far beyond Ladakh to do
honour to the Prince that day set upon his
throne. That was about three thousand
miles to the north, but the character of the
music was unchanged. A thousand
Chinamen stood as close as possible to the
horrid din and enjoyed it. Once more, can
anything be done to a people without
nerves as without digestion, and, if reports
speak truly, without morals? But it is not
true that they are born with fullsized
pigtails. The thing grows, and in its very
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earliest stages is the prettiest head-dressing
imaginable, being soft brown, very fluffy,
abo...
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