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London wrote this first-hand account by
living in the East End (including the
Whitechapel District) for several months,
sometimes staying in workhouses or
sleeping on the streets.  This nonfiction
book is considered by some to be a brilliant
piece of journalism. From the authors
preface: The experiences related in this
volume fell to me in the summer of 1902. I
went down into the underworld of London
with an attitude of mind which I may best
liken to that of the explorer. I was open to
be convinced by the evidence of my eyes,
rather than by the teachings of those who
had not seen, or by the words of those who
had seen and gone before. Further, I took
with me certain simple criteria with which
to measure the life of the underworld. That
which made for more life, for physical and
spiritual health, was good; that which made
for less life, which hurt, and dwarfed, and
distorted life, was bad.
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